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an objective position and “just tell the truth.” 
However, some maintain that this assump-
tion is naive.108 Another issue is the contention 
effect. This refers to whether media coverage 
of a terrorist incident inspires more terrorism. 
The issue of censorship is also raised when 
individuals assume that terrorist acts are influ-
enced by irresponsible media coverage and 
that this coverage can provide terrorists with 
information. As White noted,

These new media organizations not 
only cover the drama but add differ-
ing interpretations and flavors to their 
stories. An Algerian terrorist once said 
he would rather kill one victim in front 
of a news camera than one hundred in the d

Domestic Terrorism
While this section has focused on what som ter

• Involve acts dangerous to human life that violate federal or state law;

• Appear intended (i) to intimiate or coerce a civilian population; (ii) to influence
the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion; or (iii) to affect the con-
duct of a government by mass destruction, assassination, or kidnapping; and

• Occur primarily within the territorial jurisdiction of the U.S.110

Essentially, this is when Americans attack other Americans, often based on extremist 
ideologies. The FBI contends that domestic terror threats include white supremacists, 
destructive eco-terrorists, violence-prone antigovernment extremists, and radical separat-
ist groups, among others.111

Martin maintained that most of the political violence in the United States can be catego-
rized as either left or right.112 The left applies to those political trends and movements that 
stress group rights. Examples include labor activism, people’s rights, single issues (e.g., 
environmentalists, peace movements), and questioning traditions.113 Examples of single-
issue groups from the left are the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) and the Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF). ALF’s credo includes the following:

The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) carries out direct action against animal abuse 
in the form of rescuing animals and causing financial loss to animal exploiters, 
usually through the damage and destruction of property. . . . Because ALF actions 
may be against the law, activists work anonymously, either in small groups or 
individually, and do not have any centralized organization or coordination.114

ELF was founded in England by a former activist of the group Earthfirst! These individu-
als separated from Earthfirst! because of that organization’s decision to stop engaging in 
criminal activities. Some consider this group more radical than ALF.115

domestic terrorism: 
unlawful use, or 
threatened use, of force 
or violence by a group or 
individual based in the 
United States to intimidate 
or coerce others to 
further political or social 
objectives.

TV5Monde, a French 
television network, 
experienced an 
“extremely powerful” 
cyber attack in 2015 by 
supporters of the Islamic 
State militant group.
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